LORD  OXFORD  WAS SHAKESPEARE
speare and others. This reference to Oxford was
made ten years after his retirement in 1588, and
only six years before his death, a period during which
he was known to be devoting himself to literature.
Meres credits Shakspere therefore with the
production,, between 1593-983 of two long classical
poems, most of the Sonnets, and at least twelve
plays; this during a strenuous business life, varied
with occasional appearances on the stage.
Although Venus and Lucrece had been published
under the name Shakespeare, the plays had ap-
peared anonymously until 1598, when Love's
Labour's Lost, by W. Shakespere, and Richard //,
by William Shake-speare, were published. Meres
credited Shakespeare with the remaining ten plays.
Says Sir George Greenwood:
These eleven, twelve, or more dramas must have
been composed by Shakspere and brought on the
stage, if not published, between 1593-98. If Mr.
Robertson can believe this, he has indeed great
faith, reserved for the Stratfordian Gospel only.
Credat Jud&us non Ego,
Was Meres referring to Shakspere of Stratford,
or to an author?
Says Dr. Rendall:
Meres* list of authors seems not much more than
a scissors-and-paste inventory, combining notices
and intimations derived from other hands . * . but
it is obvious that in Meres' catalogue, "Shakespeare"
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